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embarrassment of the chap who goes to sea on orders suddenly
given and sometimes unanticipated, but the rule of being always
ready is nevertheless a good one.

The squadron gathered at Hampton Roads was composed
mostly of new vessels, although there was a combination of the
race-horse and land-terrapin in its make-up, the Columbia repre-
senting the first, and the turreted monitor Amplritritc the second.
Nevertheless, a drill ground had "been laid out eastward of Cape
Charles, and another southeast of New York Bay. The line
connecting them lay about twenty-five miles off shore outside
the usual track of coasting vessels. On these two grounds this
squadron was put through its paces for a week or more at a
time, during which every evolution of modern tactics was prac-
tised over and over until fair perfection had been attained. No
detail of drill was too minute to be neglected by the admiral,
whether it related to the visible range of day and night signals
made with flags, the Ardois electric night code, or the search-
lights for scouts.

Every exercise of a modern war vessel, and every problem
of modern warfare, from quick coaling to target practice under
battle conditions, engaged Admiral Bunee's attention. The new
ships being equipped with twin screws and high-powered engines,
the winds and waves at sea presented no greater obstacle to their
maneuvers than valleys and mountains do to similar movements
of troops on land. Ships and squadrons could wheel, or half
turn, or countermarch, or change front, or, in fact, could do
every mortal thing a regiment or an army corps could do.

The last service under this command was the blockade of
Charleston, S. C. This was undertaken because of the shoal
water off the port, the exposed position of the squadron to
weather and seas, and the several entrances to the harbor. The
purpose was to test the value of searchlights in this necessary
operation of war.

During February of 1897 the squadron proceeded to
Charleston, to put into practice what had been done from 1861
to 1865, but with new appliances which were unknown in mili-
tary uses at that time. The date of sailing from Hampton Roads
was February 5th, a beautiful day with a good winter barometer.
After the squadron, composed of the New York, Maine, Indiana,and them.e
